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INTERIM REPORT AGRICULTURE CENSUS 2024 

 

The 2024 Agricultural Census revealed that 97.9 per cent of agricultural 
holdings were managed by individuals, with the agricultural sector 

being largely dominated by the age group 60 years and over 
 

SERDANG, MAY 29, 2025 - The Launching Ceremony of the Interim Report of the 2024 

Agriculture Census (Banci Pertanian 2024) was officiated by                                                        

YAB Dato’ Sri Haji Fadillah bin Haji Yusof, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Energy 

Transition and Water Transformation (PETRA). The event took place at the Malaysia Agro 

Exposition Park Serdang (MAEPS), Selangor. The Agriculture Census 2024, conducted by 

the Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM), aims to obtain a comprehensive baseline 

data of agricultural sector. Also present at the ceremony were YB Datuk Arthur Joseph 

Kurup, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Food Security and YBhg. Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd Uzir 

bin Mahidin, Chief Statistician of Malaysia and Commissioner of the 2024 Agriculture 

Census. Also in attendance were YBhg. Dato’ Nor Azmie bin Diron, Secretary-General of 

the Ministry of Economy and YBhg. Dato’ Haji Mad Zaidi bin Mohd Karli, Secretary-General 

of Ministry of Energy Transition and Water Transformation.  

The Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) has completed the 2024 Agriculture 

Census, which was conducted from July 7 to December 31, 2024, covering data collection 

in the field and data processing. The success of the 2024 Agriculture Census is a result of 

strategic collaboration and cooperation between DOSM and 1,390 various ministries/ 
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agencies, and State Governments. Among the key ministries and agencies involved are 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (KPKM), Ministry of Agriculture and 

Commodities (KPK), Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability 

(NRES), Ministry of Food Industries, Commodities, and Regional Development of Sarawak 

(M-FICORD), and the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, and Food Industry of Sabah 

(MAFFI). This collaboration began from the pre-collection stage, which include determining 

the census coverage, developing questionnaires, conducting operations, as well as data 

processing, validation and analysis. This has led to the production of integrated, reliable, 

and high-quality data. “DOSM would like to extend its sincere appreciation to all agencies 

for their commitments throughout the conduct of the Agriculture Census. DOSM would like 

to express its sincere gratitude to the Government for entrusting us to lead the 2024 

Agriculture Census. I would also wish to convey my deepest appreciation for being 

appointed as the 4th Commissioner of the Agriculture Census, said YBhg. Dato' Sri Dr. 

Mohd Uzir Mahidin, Chief Statistician of Malaysia and Commissioner of the 2024 

Agriculture Census. 

For this lauching ceremony, DOSM is releasing 15 Interim Reports encompassing Interim 

Report on the Agriculture Sector, which presents statistics for the entire agricultural sector, 

followed by five subsectors: Crops (Agricultural Commodities and Agri-food), Livestock, 

Fisheries, Aquaculture, and Forestry & Logging. The remaining 14 reports cover the 

following agricultural commodities: Oil Palm, Rubber, Paddy, Pineapple, Kenaf, Cocoa, 

Pepper, Fruits, Vegetables, Other Crops, Livestock, Fisheries, Aquaculture, and Forestry 

& Logging. The reports covers six key parameters namely agricultural holdings profile, area 

planted, harvested area, quantity of production, quantity of sales, and sales value. 

In strengthening integrated agricultural data management through digitalisation, Agriculture 

Digital Database Integration System (TaniStats) is the right step in line with the policy 

initiative of openness and official data sharing on the official government portal (ODIN). 

TaniStats is a game changer for the agricultural census, which is a system that contains 

various data from all agencies as well as main players in the agricultural sector. Among the 

data included are such as the 2024 Agricultural Census data, upstream and downstream 

sector statistics, food security indicators, MyAgroPrice dashboard and other agricultural 

statistics. The development of TaniStats is aimed at providing comprehensive agricultural 
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sector data under one integrated hub. This system allows for more comprehensive, timely 

and reliable data collection. This system will also integrate all agricultural data where 

updates will be carried out periodically among agricultural agencies and will be used as a 

reference for policy formulation, development planning and measuring the achievements 

of their respective sectors. With digital technology and big data analysis, TaniStats will 

strengthen strategic planning, increase supply chain efficiency, and ensure the 

development of a more sustainable and competitive agricultural sector. 

MyAgroPrice is an interactive platform that displays the latest information on the prices of 

selected agricultural products at three levels of the supply chain, namely farms, wholesale 

and retail by state and selected Administrative District level. MyAgroPrice is an innovation 

that provides information on the level and changes in the prices of selected agricultural 

products that can be used by consumers for consumption decisions. In addition, 

policymakers can use price information on the MyAgroPrice platform to determine 

appropriate interventions for supply security and prices of agricultural products. 

MyAgroPrice will be expanded in price insight coverage in collaboration with various data 

provider agencies. MyAgroPrice can be accessed via the link 

https://tanistats.dosm.gov.my/. 

Concurrently, DOSM has also published three special reports focusing on the agricultural 

supply chain and food security in the country. These reports are: Unveiling Malaysia’s 

Agricultural Value Chain From Upstream to Downstream, the Preliminary Food Security 

Indicators Report for Malaysia 2025, and the Special Report on Onions, Meat, and 

Coconuts.  

These reports provide information and statistical analysis on Onions, Meat and Coconuts 

which covers conceptual aspects, domestic production and Self Sufficiency Ratio (SSR), 

Import Dependency Ratio (IDR) and average price statistics. They serve as a reference 

and provide information to understand and deepen the aspects of supply, consumption and 

average price trends of the respective items. 

A Cabinet Committee on National Food Security Policy has been established to coordinate 

strategies and action plans in addressing the country's food security issues for the short, 

medium and long term. Further, the government has also established an Excecutive 

Committee on National Food Security Policy to oversee strategic directions, issues and 
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challenges with regards to food security. Under this executive committee, DOSM is 

entrusted to lead the cluster on food security indicator. This cluster is tasked to produce 

indicators on food security and develop index of food security. Thus, the preliminary report 

of food security indicator 2025 is launched today. The full report will be published in the 

third quarter of 2025 and the Food Security Index is expected to be released in the second 

quarter of 2026. 

The findings from the 2024 Agriculture Census Interim Report will serve as a new reference 

for the agricultural sector. These insights will provide important input to the 13th Malaysia 

Plan (RMK13), the National Agri-food Policy (DAN2.0) 2021-2030, National Agricultural 

Commodities Policy (DAKN) 2021-2030 and the National Food Security Policy Action Plan 

2021-2025. The 2024 Agriculture Census will also serve as an important technical 

reference for stakeholders and all relevant parties. 

2024 Agriculture Census Interim Findings 

In his statement today, Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd Uzir Mahidin, the Chief Statistician of Malaysia, 

shared that the 2024 Agriculture Census shows a total of 1,030,020 agriculture holders, 

with 1,008,829 of them being individual agriculture holders, accounting for 97.9 per cent of 

all agriculture holders in the country. The remaining 21,191 operations are managed by 

establishments agricultural holders. The data indicate that 258,129 individual agriculture 

holders are involved in food crop cultivation, including paddy, vegetables and fruits, while 

623,365 individuals manage commercial crops such as oil palm and rubber. Additionally, 

43,816 individual agriculture holders are engaged in livestock, 8,407 in aquaculture, 48,267 

in fisheries and 7,930 in forestry and logging. 

Chief Statistician Malaysia also highlighted the breakdown of agricultural operations by 

gender and age. Among individual agriculture holders, 753,139 are male (74.7%) and 

255,690 are female (25.3%). In terms of age groups, the largest proportion of individual 

agricultural holdings is in the 60 years and over category, with 458,263 individuals (45.4%), 

followed by those aged 46 to 59 years at 326,287 individuals (32.4%). The 31 to 45 years 

age group accounts for 190,952 individuals (18.9%) while 15 to 30 years age group 

represent only 33,207 individuals (3.3%). Notably, Sabah recorded the highest number of 

young individual agriculture holders in the 15 to 30 years age group with 6,180 individuals, 

followed by Perak (5,149 individuals) and Sarawak (3,583 individuals). For the 60 years 
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and over age group, Sarawak recorded 63,452 individuals, followed by Kedah (61,886 

individuals) and Sabah (57,007 individuals). 

The data underscores the heavy reliance of Malaysia’s agricultural sector on elderly 

farmers, with 45.4 per cent of agriculture holders aged 60 and over, and only 142,888 

young people (15 to 40 years age group) involved in the sector. This presents significant 

challenges, including labour shortages, slow adoption of modern technologies, and the 

need for rejuvenating the sector. In light of this, it is essential to encourage youth to pursue 

careers in agriculture to ensure the long-term sustainability and food security of the nation. 

Employment refers to individuals who work with entrepreneurs, whether the individual is 

part of an individual holding or an establishment, that classified into three main categories, 

namely Active Owners & Business Partners, Unpaid Family Workers and Salaried Workers. 

The total number of employment involved in agriculture activities in Malaysia recorded 

1,784,640 workers. Of this total, 50.0 percent are Active Owners & Business Partners 

(891,481 workers) while 37.3 percent (665,205 workers) are Salaried Workers. The 

remaining 226,380 workers are Unpaid Family Workers. In terms of the breakdown of 

individual agriculture holdings, the total employment recorded is 1,360,168 workers. 

Meanwhile, for agricultural holdings by organizations, the total employment is 424,472 

workers. The top three states in terms of employment are Sabah with 325,805 workers, 

Sarawak (324,567 workers) and Pahang (198,336 workers). The highest employment in 

2023 was in oil palm plantation activities, which was 859,374 workers, followed by 

employment in rubber plantation activities (406,883 workers) and fruit plantation activities 

(166,618 workers). 

Key Parameters of the 2024 Agriculture Census 

Chief Statistician also stated that the reported planted areas was 7.5 million hectares. The 

main crops include oil palm, covering 5.8 million hectares, followed by rubber at 0.7 million 

hectares, paddy at 0.5 million hectares and other crops at 0.1 million hectares.  

Total Production 

The total production for the crop subsector in 2023 amounted to 103.4 million tonnes. Of 

this, individual operators contributed 19.2 million tonnes, while establishment agriculture 
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holders produced 84.2 million tonnes. In the livestock subsector, the total quantity of 

production for poultry and ducks was 1.0 billion. Production of swine was 1.8 million, while 

cattle and buffaloes amounted 313.6 thousand. The livestock sector also produced 14.7 

billion eggs and 47.5 million liters of fresh milk, including cow, buffalo and goat milk. 

Malaysia's capture fisheries recorded a total production of 1.1 million tonnes in 2023, 

comprising of two main zones which were marine and inland zones. Individual agriculture 

holdings recorded a higher production of 910.1 thousand tonnes (82.8%) as compared to 

agricultural holdings managed by establishments, which recorded 189.5 thousand tonnes 

(17.2%).  

The aquaculture subsector recorded a production quantity of 484.3 thousand tonnes, 

comprising 372.7 thousand tonnes from brackish water and 111.6 thousand  tonnes from 

freshwater. Additionally, the production of fish breed and seeds, as well as ornamental fish, 

measured in total number of fish, amounted to 6.2 billion. Meanwhile, timber production 

reached 6.6 million cubic meters. 

Sales Quantity 

The total sales quantity for the crop subsector based on the findings of the 2024 Agriculture 

Census is 102.3 million tonnes. For individual agriculture holders, the total sales quantity 

recorded 17.9 million tonnes, while establishments recorded a total sales quantity of       

84.1 million tonnes. The total sales value for the crop subsector recorded a total of   

RM117.8 billion. The value includes the sales value contributed by the establishment's 

agricultural holdings of RM85.8 billion (72.8%) as well as the sales value received by 

individual agricultural holdings of RM32.1 billion (27.2%). For the livestock subsector, the 

sales quantity of chicken/duck recorded 915.1 million animals. Meanwhile, the sales 

quantity of swine is 1.6 million and cattle/buffalo at 260.0 thousand. Livestock production 

recorded a sales quantity of 13.9 billion eggs and 46.5 million liters of fresh milk including 

cow, buffalo and goat milk. This subsector recorded a sales value of RM24.8 billion.  

The total sales quantity of Malaysia’s capture fisheries was recorded as 1.1 million tonnes 

in 2023. Meanwhile, the sales value of Malaysia's capture fisheries was recorded at 

RM10.8 billion. As for aquaculture, the sales quantity reached 465.4 thousand tonnes 

which include brackish water and fresh water. Meanwhile, the sales quantity for fish breeds 

and seeds as well as ornamental fish recorded a sales quantity of 1.6 billion. The 2024 
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Agriculture Census shows that the aquaculture subsector generated a sales value of 

RM4.4 billion in 2023. For non-timber forest products activities, the sales quantity was 4.9 

thousand tonnes with a total sales value of RM67.4 million. Meanwhile, logging activities 

recorded a sales quantity of 6.0 million cubic meters with a sales value of RM3.8 billion. 

Overall Performance of the Agricultural Sector 

Oil Palm 

Chief Statistician Malaysia also detailed out the overall performance of the agricultural 

sector by stating that the crops sub-sector is dominated by oil palm activities which 

amounted to 95.1 million tonnes. The states with the highest contribution in term of 

production are Sarawak (22.6 million tonnes), Sabah (22.4 million tonnes) and Pahang 

(15.5 million tonnes). Oil palm crops cover 5.8 million hectares, making it the largest 

agricultural commodity in Malaysia. Sarawak recorded the largest area of oil palm 

plantations with more than 1.7 million hectares, which is 28.8 per cent of the total area of 

oil palm cultivation in the country, making Sarawak the main state in oil palm production. 

Meanwhile, Sabah was the second largest with an area of approximately 1.5 million 

hectares, contributing almost 25.9 per cent to the total oil palm plantation in Malaysia. 

Pahang recorded the largest area in Peninsular Malaysia, with over 0.8 million hectares 

followed by Johor with 0.7 million hectares.  

Rubber 

Rubber is one of the main commodity crops in Malaysia. The findings of this agriculture 

census shows that the total planted area of rubber is 717.3 thousand hectares, which 

includes 622.1 thousand hectares of matured area and 95.2 thousand hectares of 

immature area. Meanwhile, the quantity of rubber production recorded                                     

423.7 thousand tonnes. As for the area planted in estates, Sabah shows the highest area 

planted in rubber with 26.8 thousand hectares (23.6%) of the total area planted in national 

estates. This was followed by Kelantan 19.2 thousand hectares (17.0%) and Pahang        

18.2 thousand hectares (16.1%). As for individual agriculture holdings, Sabah remains with 

the highest cultivated area which is 192.9 thousand hectares (31.9%) of the total cultivated 

area in Malaysia. This was followed by Kedah 70.4 thousand hectares (11.6%) and 

Kelantan 70.0 thousand hectares (11.6%). Statistics on Rubber Estates shows that the 



8 
 

planted areas of rubber in Malaysia has decreased from 1.54 million hectares in 1960 to 

717.3 thousand hectares in 2023. In tandem with the decline in planted areas, rubber 

production also decreased to 423.7 thousand tonnes in 2023 as compared to 1.52 million 

tonnes in 1980.  

Paddy 

Findings from the Agricultural Census 2024 reported that a total of 208,053 individual and 

establishment were involved in paddy cultivation activities in Malaysia. Of this number, 

174,810 were active paddy farmers who engaged in cultivation during the year 2023, while 

33,073 farmers reported not participating in paddy farming in the same year. 

Among the active farmers, 125,976 were engaged in paddy cultivation for commercial 

purposes, categorised as individual agricultural holdings for paddy. Meanwhile, 48,834 

farmers cultivated paddy solely for personal or subsistence use. In addition to individual 

agriculture holders, 170 establishments agriculture holder were also involved in paddy 

cultivation for commercial sale. In total, the number of agricultural holdings dedicated to 

paddy cultivation in Malaysia stood at 126,146 in 2023. 

Subsistence paddy farmers (48,834 individuals) produced rice exclusively for their own 

household consumption without selling it in the market. Sarawak recorded the highest 

number of subsistence paddy farmers at 22,728, followed by Sabah with 12,510, and 

Kelantan with 10,557. However, when comparing across states in terms of percentage, 

Kelantan recorded the highest proportion of subsistence farmers, with 62.6% of its paddy 

farmers practicing subsistence farming.  

Paddy is an essential crop of Malaysia’s agriculture industry, as rice is the staple food for 

the people. However, this industry faces challenges in increasing productivity, reducing 

dependence on imports and ensuring the country's food security. The total area of paddy 

cultivation in Malaysia in 2023 stood at 506.4 thousand hectares with most of it 

concentrated in the granary area. Non-granary area account for a small portion, but often 

face challenges such as limited access to agricultural infrastructure and irrigation. The area 

of paddy land is shrinking due to the conversion of land use to housing, industry and other 

plantations. Based on the findings of the 2024 Agriculture Census, the sales quantity of 

paddy is 1.7 million tonnes with a sales value of RM2.4 billion in 2023.  
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Vegetables 

Vegetables also plays an important role in ensuring food security and contribute to the 

economy. The states that recorded the largest cultivated area for vegetable crops were 

Pahang (32.7 thousand hectares), Johor (21.4 thousand hectares) and Kelantan (8.0 

thousand hectares). The main producing states of vegetables include the following: 

Pahang, especially in the Cameron Highlands area, is famous for the production of 

tomatoes, mustard, cabbage and cucumbers. Johor contributes to the production of various 

types of vegetables such as mustard, spinach and cucumber and Kelantan is involved in 

the production of vegetables such as tomatoes, cucumbers and sweet pumpkins. 

Fruits 

The total production of fruits in 2023 has reached 2.38 million tonnes, with a cultivated area 

of 206.2 thousand hectares. The findings of the 2024 Agriculture Census shows that Johor 

is the main pineapple producer, with a total production of 351.2 thousand tonnes. In 

addition, Johor also recorded durian production of 295.6 thousand tonnes, followed by 

bananas (114.5 thousand  tonnes) and papaya (45.5 thousand tonnes). Compared to 

Pahang, which is known as the main producer of durian, especially for the Musang King 

variety, recorded a production of 146.7 thousand tonnes. Pineapple is also the main fruit in 

the state with a total production of 59.7 thousand tonnes, followed by bananas                   

(47.3 thousand  tonnes) and watermelons (20.5 thousand tonnes). Kelantan recorded the 

highest production of durian at 72.3 thousand tonnes, followed by pineapple with 52.0 

thousand tonnes, banana 47.0 thousand tonnes and rambutan 8.3 thousand tonnes. The 

three states that recorded the largest cultivated area for fruits are Johor (49.7 thousand 

hectares), Pahang (31.7 thousand hectares) and Sarawak (29.7 thousand hectares).  

Other Crops 

In addition to commodity crops, fruits and vegetables, the Agriculture Census also covers 

all types of crops that contribute to the agriculture sector including industrial crops, cash 

crops and herbal crops and they are classified in other crop activities. In total, other crops 

recorded a total cultivated area of 138.5 thousand hectares with a production quantity of 

1.5 million tonnes. The findings of this census also showed that coconut production is the 

highest under other crop activities followed by the cultivation of flowers and sweet corn. 
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The coconut cultivation industry in 2023 recorded a production of 743.5 thousand tonnes 

with a cultivated area of 67.6 thousand hectares. Stable domestic demand as well as the 

export potential of coconut products such as coconut milk, virgin coconut oil and grated 

coconut can provide an opportunity to revive the country's coconut industry. The flower 

growing industry also recorded high production with 466.6 thousand tonnes with a 

contribution of 31.4 per cent to the total production quantity of other crop activities. The 

area of flower cultivation is 45.3 thousand hectares. The potential of the flower industry 

especially ornamental flowers lies in the increase in domestic demand and exports, 

consumer spending and the popularity of flowers in various events.  

 

Livestock 

Chief Statistician Malaysia added that the livestock subsector in Malaysia plays an 

important role in ensuring the country's protein supply is sufficient, in addition to 

contributing to the national and domestic economy. The total number of livestock 

production amounted to 1,520.8 million, with poultry farming recording the highest 

production at 968.6 million or 63.7 per cent, followed by duck farming (34.3 million; 2.3%) 

and swine farming (1.8 million; 0.1%).The main livestock cultivated include chickens, cows, 

goats, sheep and swine while the livestock products comprise chicken eggs and fresh milk. 

The main producing states for broiler chickens and laying hens are Johor, Selangor and 

Perak which are also the main producing states for broiler chickens in Malaysia. Melaka 

and Negeri Sembilan also play an important role in this industry with large-scale livestock 

farms that supply broilers to the domestic and export markets. The highest production of 

chicken eggs was recorded in Johor, Perak and Penang, where commercial laying hen 

farms were carried out using modern farming methods. Kelantan, Terengganu and Pahang 

are the main states in cattle and buffalo farming, with many farmers running free-range or 

semi-feedlot systems. Sabah and Sarawak also have significant cattle populations, with 

integrated feedlot and breeding programmes being actively expanded. Perak, Johor and 

Selangor are the main states in goat farming, with several large farms raising goats for 

meat and milk. Penang and Perak are among the main states involved in swine farming, 

with centralised operation and modern systems.  
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Capture Fisheries 

Capture fisheries is one of the main sectors in the Malaysian fisheries industry, contributing 

to domestic fish supply as well as exports. Kedah and Penang are the main states for 

capture fisheries on the northwest coast with a high number of fish landings. Areas such 

as Kuala Kedah and Penang are famous for deep sea fishing and the landing of pelagic 

fish such as kembung, selar and tuna. The overall production is 1.1 million tonnes.  

Aquaculture 

Aquaculture involves the farming of fish, shrimp, shellfish, and seaweed in freshwater, 

brackish and sea areas. The 2024 Agriculture Census showed that the total production for 

marine fish and freshwater fish is 484.3 thousand tonnes while for fish breeds and seeds 

and ornamental fish is 6.5 billion. Perak is a major producer of freshwater fish such as 

tilapia and patin, with the main breeding areas in Bukit Merah and Tanjung Tualang. 

Selangor is renowned for its modern marine fish farming systems, as well as its shellfish 

industry, including mussels and oysters, which thrive along the coastal areas of Kuala 

Selangor. Negeri Sembilan is growing in freshwater fish and lobster farming, especially in 

the rural areas. 

Forestry and logging 

Forestry and logging, which includes the production and sale of non-timber products and 

logs, are also covered in this census. Sarawak, Pahang and Sabah are the largest 

contributors to this industry. Primary timbers include belian, meranti merah, kelat, medang 

and meranti seraya, while non-timber products are bamboo, honey and stinky bean (petai). 

The total production of non-timber products activities is 5.4 million kilogrammes, while log 

activities recorded a production quantity of 6.6 million cubic meters.  

Key Takeaways From the Agriculture Census  

Key takeaways of the agriculture census are as follows: 

• Ageing of agriculture holders - Findings from agriculture census shows that the 

majority of agriculture holders are 60 years and over (45.4%) and 46 to 59 years 

age group comprises 32.3 per cent. This phenomenon raises concerns about the 
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continuity of the country's agricultural activities, especially in the context of 

workforce replacement and knowledge transfer to the younger generation. 

Therefore, agricultural modernisation strategies and incentives for youth need to be 

strengthened to attract younger generation to be involve in agriculture sector. 

• Productivity gap between establishments and individuals - The census also 

revealed that establishment agriculture holders recorded much higher productivity 

than individual  agriculture holders such as oil palm, pineapple and cocoa. This 

shows the importance of economies of scale, the use of technology and more 

systematic governance. Among the main challenges faced by individual agriculture 

holdings is the limited land area, especially land of less than five acres. This small 

land size has a significant impact on the effectiveness of agricultural activities, 

especially in terms of productivity and yield. This impact not only affects farmers' 

income, but also has implications for the development of the country's agricultural 

sector as a whole.  

• New industry with high potential - Census findings show a potential in the 

cultivation of new crops such as kenaf, napier and seaweed. For example kenaf has 

cultivated area of 1,497.0 hectare with production of 9,916.1 tonnes while napier 

recorded cultivated area of 1,387.7 hectare with production of 35,687 tonnes. These 

industries have great potential in terms of value added, exports and production of 

downstream products where the supply chain needs to be strengthened to drive the 

growth of this segment.  

• Potential of Crop Industries - Crop industries such as coffee, coconut and cocoa 

have shown a decline in terms of planted area, productivity and the number of active 

entrepreneurs. However, the industry retains significant strategic value and can be 

revitalized through well-planned, modern, and integrated approaches. Malaysian 

coffee varieties, for example, are still receiving international attention with global 

demand for high-quality coffee including local varieties. Cocoa, once a major export 

for the country, now plays only a minor role in the agricultural sector's contribution 

to the economy. In the context of the coconut industry, although it is no longer 

considered competitive, its potential in producing value added products cannot be 

ignored. The restoration of this industry can be achieved through mechanisation and 

modernisation of plantations to change the perception that coconut is a traditional 
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crop to a profitable crop. One of the current challenges faced by the coconut industry 

is low productivity, along with a reduction in cultivated area from 84,936 hectares 

(source: DOA) in 2022 to 67,623.2 hectares (source: Agriculture Census 2024) in 

2023. Initiatives have been introduced by DOA to produce various high-yield 

coconut seedlings such as Matag, Pandan, Malayan Yellow Dwarf (MYD), and 

Malayan Red Dwarf (MRD). The government is also currently exploring measures 

to increase local coconut production to reduce dependence on imports. For 

pineapple, on average, one hectare of land can be planted with 38,582 pineapple 

plants, yielding a return of RM124,928.67 per hectare. Considering a fruit production 

period of 15 months, agricultural holders can earn an average monthly income of 

RM8,328.58 from pineapple sales. Overall, pineapple has the highest yields and 

return as compared to other food crops. 

• Uneconomical crop area – One of the issues faced by individual agriculture holder 

is small land size especially those under 5 acres. The small lot size has an impact 

on the effectiveness of agriculture activities particularly in the aspect of yields. 

Details on this will be analysed further using the data from the agriculture census.  

The Census findings serve as an important input for policymakers in formulating                     

data-based intervention measures, thus ensuring that the agricultural sector remains 

sustainable, competitive and inclusive for future generations. 

Way Forward 

Through the Agricultural Census 2024, Malaysia has a comprehensive and latest baseline 

data on agriculture sector where the last census was conducted 20 years ago. As part of 

the transformation towards strengthening of the agriculture statistics, Agriculture Census 

will be conducted every 10 years to ensure the baseline data  are relevant and reflects the 

structure of the country's agricultural sector. New short-term surveys will also be conducted 

starting 2026. In addition, a Geospatial Dashboard (Georeferencing) for Residences and 

Agricultural Establishment will be developed to strengthen further Malaysia Statistical 

Address Register as well as Malaysia Business Register for agriculture sector.  

 

According to YBhg. Dato’ Sri Dr. Mohd Uzir Mahidin, DOSM will also establish a Committee 

on TaniStats to facilate coordination and cooperation between relevant agencies in the 
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development, maintenance and monitoring of the system as well as data sharing. Through 

this committee, it is hoped that the TaniStats System can be strengthened as the main 

reference source of national agricultural statistics that supports strategic planning and   

evidence based policy making. 

Engagement Sessions will be organised with various stakeholders to discuss the findings 

of the 2024 Agriculture Census. These sessions serve as a platform to discuss agriculture 

issues including food security concerns. It is hoped that all stakeholders including 

government agencies, research institutions, academia, industry players and farmers can 

utilise agricultural statistics to the fullest in making evidence-based decisions and 

contributing to the growth of sustainable and competitive agricultural sector. 

 

The agricultural sector remains as one of the main drivers of the country's economic 

growth. Not only it plays a role in ensuring adequate food supply, but also contributes 

significantly in reducing our country’s dependence on imports, supporting the processing 

industry, creating job opportunities and increasing household income, particularly the 

farmers. Through this census, agricultural statistics are readily available up to the locality 

level, providing granular insights that enable the implementation of targeted and 

appropriate interventions. This detailed level data supports more effective planning and 

decision making by stakeholders, ultimately contributing to the revitalisation and sustained 

growth of the national agricultural sector.  

 

ASEAN-Malaysia 2025 Chairmanship: The Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) will 

chair the 15th ASEAN Community Statistical System Committee (ACSS15) which aims to 

strengthen the statistical cooperation towards sustainable regional development. 

 

Malaysia, for the first time, ranked as number one (1) globally in the biennial Open Data 

Inventory (ODIN) 2024/25 report released by Open Data Watch (ODW), surpassing 198 

other countries. This achievement marks a significant leap from its 67th position in the 

ODIN 2022/23 assessment. 

 

The Government of Malaysia has declared October 20th as National Statistics Day  

(MyStats Day), with the theme 'Statistics is the Essence of Life'. Meanwhile, the Fourth 
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World Statistics Day will be celebrated on 20th October 2025, with the theme ‘Driving 

Change with Quality Statistics and Data for Everyone’. 

 

OpenDOSM NextGen is a medium that provides data catalogue and visualisations to 

facilitate users' analysis and can be accessed through https://open.dosm.gov.my. 
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Chart 4: Total of Agriculture Holdings by States, 2023 

Chart 5: Total of Agriculture Holdings by States, 2023 

Chart 6: Total of Agriculture Holdings by Age Group, 2023 


