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Malaysia’s DIA turned around to register 
a net outflow of RM15.0 billion from 

net inflow of RM4.7 billion in Q3 2021. 

FDI in Malaysia registered a higher  
net  inflow of RM24.7 billion as compared 

to RM12.8 billion in Q3 2021.

Key Highlights on FDI & DIA in Fourth Quarter 2021
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Notes: 
• Negative value refers to net outflow
• ‘b’ refers to billion
• Any differences in the aggregated data are due to rounding
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FDI by Top Country

In Q4 2021, the inflow of FDI was mainly from the USA at RM12.1 billion, followed by the Netherlands  
(RM3.5 billion) and the Republic of Korea (RM2.9 billion).

As  for FDI position, Singapore remained as the largest investor with RM168.5 billion or 21.2 per cent 
share, followed by Hong Kong (RM85.9 billion) and Japan (RM82.7 billion). These three countries  
accumulated  to RM337.1 billion or 42.4 per cent of the total FDI position (Exhibit 1).

• FDI in Malaysia recorded a higher net inflow of RM24.7 billion in Q4 2021 from  
RM12.8 billion in the preceding quarter, mainly due to higher Reinvestment of earnings.

• As at the end of fourth quarter 2021, FDI position registered a value of RM796.3 billion 
as shown in Chart 1.

FDI HIGHLIGHTS

Exhibit 1: FDI by Top Country
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Chart 1: Foreign Direct Investment in Malaysia (FDI), Q1 2019 - Q4 2021
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FDI by Region

The Americas region recorded the highest FDI flows in the fourth quarter of 2021 which amounted 
to RM13.1 billion, followed by Asia (RM7.0 billion) and Europe (RM4.6 billion) as shown in  
Exhibit 2.

Asia registered the largest FDI position with a cumulative share of 51.8 per cent, followed by Europe 
at 28.0 per cent and Americas at 18.3 per cent. These three regions contributed  98.1 per cent of the 
total FDI position in Malaysia.

Exhibit 3: Share of FDI by Sector

Exhibit 2: Share of FDI by Region
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FDI by Sector

FDI flows in Malaysia were mainly channelled into the Manufacturing sector which accounted for  
RM11.8 billion or 47.9 per cent of the total, an increase from RM3.9 billion in the preceding quarter. 
This was followed by Services and Mining & quarrying sectors which registered RM10.3 billion and 
RM2.3 billion respectively, as depicted in Exhibit 3.
 
Total FDI position was primarily in the Services sector with a value of RM407.8 billion or  
51.2 per cent, followed by Manufacturing at RM312.3 billion (39.2%) and Mining & quarrying sectors at  
RM50.5 billion (6.3%).

Notes: 
• Negative value refers to net outflow
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• Foreign investment by Malaysian companies recorded a turnaround to net outflows of  
RM15.0 billion  mainly driven by outflows in Debt instrument.

• As at the end of fourth quarter 2021, DIA position registered a value of RM556.7 billion as 
shown in Chart 2.

DIA by Top Country

Malaysia’s DIA  flow in Q4 2021 were predominantly to the Netherlands (RM5.9 billion), Switzerland 
(RM5.2 billion) and Canada (RM1.6 billion), as shown in Exhibit 4.

In terms of position, Singapore received the biggest investment from Malaysian companies 
with a value of RM109.1 billion, followed by Indonesia (RM51.9 billion) and the United Kingdom 
(RM35.2 billion). These  three countries accumulated RM196.2 billion (35.2%) of the total DIA position 
from Malaysia.

DIA HIGHLIGHTS

Exhibit 4: DIA by Top Country
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Chart 2: Malaysia’s Direct Investment Abroad (DIA), Q1 2019 - Q4 2021
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DIA by Region

Europe was the largest region for DIA outflows in the fourth quarter 2021 with a value of  
RM12.2 billion, followed by Asia at RM2.9 billion.

As for DIA position, Asia remained as the largest region with a total of RM287.6 billion or  
51.7 per cent, followed by Americas at RM127.9 billion (23.0%) and Europe at RM121.6 billion (21.8%).

DIA by Sector

Services sector was the main contributor to DIA outflows at RM13.3 billion. This was followed by 
Construction  at RM0.9 billion and Manufacturing at RM0.4 billion.

Similarly, Services sector remained as the main contributor to DIA position with a value of  
RM396.3 billion or 71.2 per cent, followed by Mining & quarrying at RM65.2 billion (11.7%) and  
Agriculture at RM44.3 billion (7.9%).
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Exhibit 6: Share of DIA by Sector

Exhibit 5: Share of DIA by Region
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